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Fhe Exeontive's Challenge to Congroass.

Two questions are suggested by Mr.
OLNEY'S abrupt declaration that the Presi-
dent will disregard a jolnt resolution of Con-
greas recognlzing the independence of Cubn,
even if such a resolution ahould be passed
by s two-thirdas vote over a vato, The first
question is, would the grounds assigned for
the declaration be sustained Ly the Benate
mcting as a court of impeachment, or
by the Supreme Court of the United
Btates acting on a case In which
the division of authority between the Ex-
ecutive and Congreas had Incidentally to be
determined ! The second question is, as-
suming that Mesara. CLEVELAND and OLNEY
believe themselves to have good grounda for
thair declaration, how are we to account for
their making it at this time, when it wears
the aspect of a deflance, belog uttered be-
foro the will of the Federal legislature has
been definitely expressed, and before the
considerations moving that body have been
authoritatively set forth ?

Lot us take up the second question fleat,
becausa it can be quickly disposed of. It is
easy Lo see why the Secretary of State took
the extraordinary course of announcing,
before the Cubuan joint resolution was re-

Jtothe Senate by its committee, that
would be paid to it under any cir-

"‘|,.--’:.Inluum He knew that the Executive

had nothing to lose and much to gain, The
President has nothing to lose, because no
overt and tangible offence can be committed
by him natil the joint resolution now before
the Senate shall have been passed by both
Houses, not only once, but s second time,
over his veto. Then, and not till then, de-
flance in word would become defiance in not,
By that time, as Mr. OLNEY knows, the
brief remnant of Mr. CLEVELAND'S last
term will bave so nearly expired that im-
peachment would be impracticable, even if
Congress were disposed to waste ammuni-
tion on dead ducks, What the Executive
has to gain by forestalling the discussion of
the Cuban question in Congress througha
challenge of the authority of that
body is equally clear. The disclosure
of the President's purpose immensely en-
courages the Spanish Government, and pro-
portionately discoursges the revolutionists,
through the snowledge that the latter will
receive no official countenance from the
United States until the beginning of the
next rainy season, when both combatants
will be reduced to inactivity. Nor is this
all: the revelation of the President's atti-
tude was calculated to strengthen the hands
of the procrastinators, mnd to postpone a
vote on the Cuban resolution ineach House of
Congress, by importing into the discussion a
new {ssue of capital importance, that,
namely, of the limit between executive and
leginlative authority. Nothing, indeed, was
on its face more likely to achieve the result
last named than an arrogant avowal, made
without hearing argument, that Mr. CLEVE-
LASD had made up his consecrated mind
that he alone has a right to say whether a
people struggling for liberty deserves to
huve its independence recognized.

As to the fundamental question whether
the position taken by Mr. OLNEY is likely to
be sustained, either by the Senate acting ns
a court of impeachment or by the United
Btates Supreme Court, in a case where the
rightfulness of his position has to be in-
cidentally connidered, we need only say that
this requires no extended examination at
this time. We will cross that bridge when
we come to it. Meanwhile, however, it is
certain  that wshould it be judicially
determined that under the text of the
Conatitution, as it now stands, Mr. CLEVE=-
LAXD has the exclusive power claimed for
bBim by Mr. OLNEY, thut power should be
guickly curbed by a constituntional amend-
ment. That is a matter about which the
people of the United States, once confronted
with the exigency, may be trusted to lose no
time. The people will pever consent to
leave in the hands of n single individual the
arbitrament between peace and war, which
the framers of the Constitution were caroe-
ful to give expressly and exclusively
10 the people's representatives assem-
bled in Congress. Wo say the arbitra-
ment between peace and war, because, if o
President can refuse to recognize the inde-
pendence of a given country against the
will of the Federal legislature, be can in-
sist upon such recognition agninstthe will
of the same body, although such recogni-
tion at particular coujunctures might In-
volve us in war with a great European
pownr, or even a combination of powers,
It was, indeed, just such a recognition of
the Independence of the thirteen colonles by
France which exposed that country to a
decinration of war on the part of Great
Britain,

No donbt, wa repeat, Is possible regarding
the necessity of a constitutionnl amend-
ment, provided Mr, OLXEY'S position should
be judlcinlly sustalued. That it would be
sustained seems to us improbable, although
we do not deny that deductlons, ostensibly
conflicting, may be drawn frum past traos-
netions, and from the comments nmd specu-
istions of jurists on the Constitution.
With respect Lo positive transactions it may
w sald that n review of them shows the
cower of revognizing the independence of n

iven ecountry to have been  exercised
cametimes by the Exccutive alone, and

ometimes by the legislature, of which, it

vill be remembered, the Excoutive forms
v part. The lack of uniformity in the
orecedents s due to the fact that, so far ns
Jbe recoguition of foreign conutries is con-
wrned, tho question of the lwitation of
wiaority between the Executive and the

egslntury bas never yet been distiuests
cuimed, although the distinction of nuthority
in sueh n matter, between the Fxecutive
and the judicinry, has been clearly drawn
In favor of the former. That the question
lias not before been ralsed and answered is
owing to the cireumstunce that hitherto
there bas been no serlous confliet of oplulon

o feeling between the Federnl Executive
wnd legislature concerning the propriety of
recognizing the belligerency or indepen-
dence of an American comununity striv-
ing to shake off a' European yoke.
We bave pever bafore bud a Presi-
dent whose sympathies were openly en-
Usted on the side of the oppressor and

-

against the oppressed. We have maver
before had one who in the midst of an
annual message could pause 1o sneer at the
evasive and watchful tacties necessarily
imposed on wenk and {ll-armed revolution-
ists, notoriously overmatched in the open
fleld; such tactles, in A word, ns were am-
ployed by SUMTER and MARION, by GREENE
and LAVATYETTE, aye, and by WAsHINGTON
himself in our own Havolutionary war,

The way in which Congress ean cheokmata
this Iatest move of the Executive in the in-
terest of Spain is suMMeclently obvions, Leave
the constitutionality of the move to be as-
cortnined hereafter, and meanwhile defeat
ity secret purpose, which is the postpone-
ment of action on the Cuban resolution, Lat
those Scnators and Hepresentatives who
hiave hitherto been inelined to look askance
on the proposal to acknowledge the inde-
pendence of Cubu, now recognize that they
themselves, the freshly chosen trustees and
npokeamen of the Ameriean psople, have been
wasailed in a fundamental right; that »
power nocessarily Involved in that of declnr-
Ing war has been denied to them and
usnrped by the Executive; and that the
challonge thus delivered, it evaded nod not
repelled with energy and promptitude, will
itself become a disastrous precedent. In
the Christmas recess, now begun, the Sena-
tors and Represontatives will hear from
their constituentsa; and they will hear from
them In this sense, unless the American
people are blind to assault on & constitu-
tional bulwark of their liberties, and are
ripe for a dictatorship.

COnses Not in Point Upon the Cuban
Question.

It s announced from Indianapolls that
Mr. Wirniam H, H. MinLenr, who was At-
torney-General under Presldent HARRISON,
hns declared that Secretary OLNEY is right
In his view that tho Execcutive alonecan
deal with the question of recognizing Cuban
Independence.

As authority for this position the former
Attorney-General eites the case of WILLIAMS
va, the Suffolk Insuranes Company, which
was tried before Judge SToORY in the Clrcult
Court of the United States, at Boston, in
1838, and subsequently went to the Su-
preme Court at Washington,

Judge STorY's decision is reported in the
third volume of CHARLES SUMNER'S reports
of cascs determined in the First Federal
Circult, At that time a controversy ex-
isted, which it was material for the court to
coneider, between Buenos Ayres and the
United States in respect to the Falkland
Islands. The Government of Buenos Ayres
contended that the Falkland Islands were
within its dominions, and that 1t had the
right to regulate the seal flshery there,
while the Government of the United States
disputed its elnim in both respects.

“In this state of the diplomacy between
the two countries,” the question, as stated
by Judge STORY, was whether the court
could properly refxamine and decide in its
judicial capacity the cluims and pretensions

question in these words:

=My juldgment Is that shia court poascsses no soch
authority: ana that it 1s bound by the doctriaes and
claims insiated on by Ita own Government, and that it
must take them to be rightful until the contrary is
establlished by some formal and authorized actlon of
that Government. It {a verw clear (har it beiongs e~
clunvely to the exrecutive department of our Govern
ment fo recognize, from lime o lime, any nets Govern-
ments which may arise (n the pplitical revolutions of
the world: and untll such new Governments are su
T d, they be admitted by our couris of
Justice to have or toexerciss the common rights aod
prerogatives of soverelgnty.”

It is the portion of these remarks which
we have printed in italics that is supposed
to bear upon the Cuban question. But the
clause considered by itself, and apart [rom
the context, conveys an erroncous lmpres-
sion of the meaning of the writer. Mr.
Justice StorY was not  discussing the
respective rights and powers of Congress
and the President in regard to the recogni-
tion of foreign Governments, No question
of any conflict between the legislative and
the executive departments of our own
Government was in his mind. He was deal-
ing with the relation between the judiciary
and the executive In matwers of foreign
concern, and as to such matters he simply
decided that the action of the executive
was binding upon the judiciary, and that
ths power of the executive was exclusive in
that sense, thut ls, so far as the courts were
concerned.

Upon the review of the case in the Su-
preme Court of the United States, Mr.
Justice MCLEAN was merely discussing the
attitude of the courts in respect to execu-
tive action concerning our foreign rela-
tions, when he used this langunge, which
Mr, MILLER cltes:

“Can there be any doubt that when the executive
branch of the Government. which Is charged with
our forcign relations, ahall, in s correspondence
|_with a forelgn natlon. assums a fact in regard o Lhe
sovarcignty of any Isiand or country, It I8 conclusive
on the judlelal department? And In this view it la
not material to lnquire whether the Executive be
right or wrong, It is enough to know that in the
exerciss of his ¢ I 1 be has de-
clded the question,'

It is equally plain, in each of the judielal
opinions relied upon, that the Judge who
wrate it hul no idea of passing wpon ouy
question concerning the respective functions
of Congress and the President in dealivg
with foreign afTairs,

On the other hand, itis not difficult to
find decisions of the Supreme Court of the
United States which do recognize the nu-
thority of Congress to intervene in such
matters. In the case of GARCIA ve, LEE,
which is reported in the twelfth volume
of Perens's Reports, Chief Justice TANEY,
spenking of a case involving Spanish land
grants in Loulsiann, said :

“This court then declded that the nuestion of
boundory betwaern the Unlted Biates and Spain was
& quention for the politival departments of the Govs
erpment; that the legiabilive and cavoutive branehos
having declded the ques 1, the courts of the United
fitates wers bound 10 regand the boundary deter-
mined on by thein s the true one'*

This lnngunge is almost as strong in one
direction as that guoted by Mr, Mg is
in the other. The fact is, however, that in
none of the cases did the court consider any
ponsible conflict between the Federal legis-
lature and Federal Executive o refercence to
the relations of this country with foreign
lunds or their people.  The decisions moerely
emphasizo the proposition that the action
of the politieal departments of the Govern-
ment, wliether executive or legislative, or
Doth, is binding upon the courts in respect
to foreign affnlrs,

Spain's Warlike Activitles,

The current preparations of Spain for
possible hostilities with the United States
way be rather too ostentations to escape the
suspivion of being u blull, but it s perhaps
of minor lmportanee to kunow whother this
i or Is not their object.  'T'he simpls courso
for us Is to do vur duty townrd Cuba,

Yet there is something interesting in the
news that the Ministry of Wiur is preparing
for Spaulsl officers information about our
coast line, ports, forts, army, and railways,
s0 that they may know where to attack us
best and how to do the most damage,

We do pot think tbut bostilities would go

of the two Governments, He answered the

" THE SUN,

far enough to make thissort of information
of practieal value. With aeountry operat-
ing several thousand miles from its base, Its
naval strength becomes a factor of prime
Importance, Spaln haa ready but one first-
clnss modern hattle ship, the Pelayo, and
any fleet that she could equip for service in
our waters wounld he promptly overwhalmed
by our superior foroe,

Spain's ability to land troops in Cuba has
beon due to the fact that she holds every port
on the island and that the patriots have not
n single ship, The difference between that
task and landing troups in the United States
is obvlous, while if any should be landed,
it would be bad for the troops.

There iz no ocension, therefore, for anxiety
about Spaln’smilitary preparations. Armies
that cannot subjugate Cuba will not invade
the United States. She has no fleet that

ity = el » L ey . -l 1

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23. 1806

ties during his forty years of profes
sional life, and his associntes at the
bar have never discoversd it In him,
pever looked for i, As we have
suggeated, it wonld be impossible to define
Mr, CinoATE's politieal views; to distinguish
between his politioal frivollty and such
sorfous and well-established politieal con-
victions as he may have; or even to say that
he has any opinions on the subject which can
be called serlous. As an advocate at the bar,
he has been retained Indiseriminately in le-
gally controverted guestions, and, of course,
no inferences as to his real viows on any aub-
ject ean ba drawn from any such source,
Nor do we get any ¢iue to them from his
publie speechies, for In great part thess have
been bantering In tone. How he stands on the
tarifl and the question of the currency, for
instance, nobody knows; but the goneral

could protect both {tself and her transports;
and although at some porta we have few
high-power guns mounted, there are hun-
dreds of older guns that would be of use
against the unarmored vessels of which her
navy chiefly consists, while our submarine
mine aystem s far more advanced than is
generally known. Even isolated eruiser at-
tacks need hardly be feared, and it is cer-
tain that Spain wonld rue themn.

Thus ‘the ourrent stir in Spaln's dock-
yards may properly concern us little. She
knows very well that a declaration of war
against us would mean the immediate loss
of Cuba. Yether preparations may properly
lead to Increased energy in our own work of
oonst defence.

The Right Balanoe.

Thers are $5,000,000 in the State Treas-
ury of New York where a yoar ago the
amount of cnsh wnas $1,5600,000 only. Thus
the financinl position of New York is envin-
ble, with revenues in excess of the expendi-
tures. The total receipts of tho State dur-
ing the fiscal year recently closed were
£10,000,000; the payments were $20,.-
000,000, and the margin of difference,
together with the previous balance, is
now represented by the eash in the Treasury
which, ns we have said, is $5,000,000.

Nosmall share of thissatisfactory showing
is due to the practical operation of the Raines
Liguor Tax law, which has yielded $8,600,-
000, The corporation taxes, levied by the
State, yielded this yeur $2,100,000 and the
collateral inheritance tax 1,900,000, These
four items of revenue, therefore, make up

7,000,000, exclusive of the proceeds of or-
dinary taxation, the burdens of which will
be made lighter each year by the operation
of the Haloes tax law and similar measares.
New York has practically no debt
except as authorized by the voters for
the maintenance, extension, snd improve-
ment of the eannl system of water ways;
and with $5,000,000 in eash in the State
Treasury aud the current receipts of the
State in excess of the expenditures, New
York s financially all right.

Live within your income, spend less than
vyou earn, in times of prosperity pnt aside a
little for the dark days which may come;
these homely maxims have been put in
operation In Albany, It would seem, or
thera would not be £5,000,000 over in the
Treasury.

Joseph Hodges Choate.

Tt is proper and requisite that some plain
and truthfal words should be =ald with re-
gard to Mr. CHOATE'S qualifications for the
post to which he has been nmominated by
certain admirers of his unquestionable
genius, under the manipulation of disap-
pointed Republican politicians who want to
mnke mischief by means of his obviously
impracticable candidacy.

During the whola of his professionnl
career of forty years in New York this is
the flest time that Mr. CHOATE'S peculiar
filtness for such an office as that of Seontor
bus been discovered and proclaimed. His
distinction hns been at the bar, aud not at
all in the fleld of pallties. Except as a law-
yer he is known to the public only as a very
brilliant, witty, and graceful after-dinner
spenker. His appenrnnces as an orntor on the
politien] platform have been comparatively
few: nnd it cannot be said that he hasever
displaycd nay deep and earnest and seriouns
interest in questions of politles. He has
belonged to the Hepublican party, and for
severnl yenrs was I'resident of the Union
Lesgue Club, originally o Republican nnso-
cintion, but which of lnte years has become
tuinted with Mugwumpery to such a de-
gree that it has lost its old character.
He wna unexpectedly elected one of the
delegates nt Inrge to the last Conatitutiounl
Convention of this State, for ha had been
nominated simply as a figurehead, with no
thought of his getting the place by
politleal revolution. He was mads Presi-
dent  of that body, and after he
bond learned something of the questions
under consideration, for he had previously
given them vo attention, he did very well
in the office; but he did not win any new
distinetion in the first and only place of
politieal prominence ever oceapied by him.
He did not display qualities of high states-
manship to estublish him in the esteem and
confldence of the public. Thereafter ho re-
turned tp the fleld of the law, where all his
triumphs bave been secured, and in which
his rare abilities are unquestionable, He is
the lender of the New York bar in the esti-
mation of all its members; a lawyer of sur-
possing intellectual power and dexterity
and of Indubituble genius,

The reason why Mr. CHOATE has never
before been even considered as a candidate
for un office demanding the quality of
stantesmanship, ix probably that ho has the
reprtation of belug o man who views
politics lghtly, and is not knownto have
serious political convictions. He has been
more likely to look at politienl guestions
Jocularly, in o chafling spirit, than ns an
carneat and philosophic student of the
bighest subject that can cognge tho se-
rious thought of a eitizen. Now he Is
extolled as *the only man who can re-
deem It |the United States Senate] from
ita present  reproach, and bring back
nguin thuse old doys of greatness when
Daxien WEeBSTER  taught  the  people
te love and cherivh the Constitution:"
but it s an entirely novel view of his char-
acter and temperament.  The thought of
Joi CHOATE playing such a part is quueer,

Mr, WEBSTER was elected to Congress
twelve years after his gradustion from
Dartmouth College, nnd only elght years
after bis mlmission to the bar, Thereafltor

his chief thought was devoted o the
field of polities. It absorbed his otien-
tion, and o 6 his chief distinotion

was won.  Great as his eminence In the
legnl profession becawe meantime, it wos
sltogether secondary to his political reputs-
tion. Between the careers of the two men,
consequently, there is no discernible like-
ness, Nelthor is there sny likeness between
the quallty and claracter of their
minds.  Two men more totally different
than WEBTER and CuoATE could not
be found, Mr. WEDSTER was both u states-
mat sud o politiclan by long tralning snd
proctice, by taste and aptitude. Mr. CHOATE
has exbibited no specinl interest in poll-

impr fs that he lins become lukewnrm
in his Republicanism, and this impression
in strengthened by the wild support his can-
didacy I8 receiving from the Mugwumps,

The truth, then, is that Mr. CHOATE
has mno specinl fitness for the Bennte,
either to "“redeem " it or to influence it
in any way, but is rather speeinlly unilt to
be a Senator, and more especially n Republi-
enn Senator, It is fortunate for his reputa-
tion that his eandidacy is so utterly hope-
less, ninece his election to the Senate would
almost assuredly bring disappointment to
him, his friends, and the publie,

Mr, CHOATE ia now in the place for which
Providence intended him; snd he will go
down In the memories of the profession he
adorns as the brilliant and consummats
lender of the New York bar in the day of
his prime; and may it long be continued |

A Great Man and The Ban.

An esteemed correspondent who has prop-
erty in Michigan, and therefore hns an ad-
ditional renson for being interested in the
career of the next Governor of that State,
makes a serious charge against THE SUN,
He accuses us of treating with an unbecoms
Ing levity one of the most distinguished,
original, and foreible of American states-
men and political economists, the Hon, Po-
TATO PINGREE of Detroit. * Is the con-
tinual ridienle which Tug Svs is heaping
upon Mr. PINGREE right !"" naks this corre-
spondent, with a generous warmth which
does him honor, but is renlly unnecessary,
ns wo shall presently show, * What," he
continues in the same tone, ** has Mr. PIx-
GREE done, publicly or privately, to deserve
this perpetunl throwing of mud ai him.
Every one, I take it, acknowledges that his
*potato’ project has helped the poor In
varions ways; all dwellers in Detrolt know
that he has done good for thelr city as no
Mayor ever did.  Now, it seems to me that
one may uxk legitimately: Is it fair or just
to be holding up such a man as a Innghing-
stock to the wide constituency of Tng Sux ¥

Our correspondent says that he does not
know Mr, Pisaner. IHe does not know us,
either, or he would not aceuse us of throw-
ing mud at him. In the first place, THESUN
does not throw mud at anybody. In the
second place, the Hon, PoTATO PINGREE isan
institution thut cannot be watched without
advantage. We have followed his career
with interest, and do not wonder at {ts pres-
ent eminence. In memory of the potato
{farm, the most successful of his projects,
we bave, without any solicitation from him,
conferred upon him the significant and en-
nobling aguomen by which he {s known
wherever the English lnnguage is spoken,
and even in England. Mr., PINGREE spoke
of himself as POTATO PINGREE when he was
in this town some thwe ago. He accepts
the name POTATO with gratitude. Why
shouldn't he? How many people, ontside
of Michigan, know who ** HAZEN 8" Pix-
GREE is? But speak of PoTATO PINGREE
and the flush of enthusiasm will come to
the cheek of him who hears you. 1Isit rid-
ieule to speak of Porato PINGREE?! As
well say that SciPlo AFRICANUS was rld|-
cnled by the name which commemorated
his greatest exploit,

Of course, the Hon, PoTATO PINGREE has
been o good Mayor of Detroit; so good that
he docs not feel himself justified in giving
up the oflice. To bis intention to hold two
posts at once our correspondent seems not
to do justice; and he also fails to remark
upon the sagacious statemanship which
enabled Mr. PINGREE to be a cgndidate for
Governor on a gold platform, although still
a silver mnn, as he has again frankly de-
clared himself to be sluce the election, This
duplex talent s rire, and should receive
approprinte notice, not ridicule.

Finally, so far from ridleuling the Hon,
Porato Pisener, Tne Scs has directed
public attention to his spirited remarks in
dispraise of monopolies and trusts, and to his
endorsement of Mr, CLEVELAND'S observa-
tions on the same subject in his last message,
And, at the expense of whatever ridicule on
the part of the unthinking or the perverse,
Tnesus will continue to malintain that the
Hon, PoTaT0 PINGREE, in the nct of sup-
porting the Hon, GROVER CLEVELAND, and
in tho act of making nssertions nhout the
ungodliness of trusts, isnot only affecting,
but sublime,

Japan and Spain.

The Spaniards are not less certain that
Japan is behind the revoltin the Philippines
than that the United States are behind the
Cuban revolt. We have had despatches
from Madrid that the Spanish Gov-
ernment has procured  direct proof of
Jdapan's enmity toward Spain, and of
Japan’s desire to make trouble (n the
Philippine Islands as a means of promoting
her own nterests thore and of enabling her
to seize the Islands. A Madrid despatch
which wo printed the other day cantained a
Bpunish account of the machinations of the
Japanese agninst Spain in the Philippines
It s alleged that they have supplied the
insurgents with orms and other muni-
tions of war; that many of them have
Joined the ranks of the insurgents; aud that
ofticers of their army have been permitted
to take commnaund of the insurrectionnry
rogiments,  Before this iotelligence wis
priuted by our Mudrid eontempornry, Kl
Pals, we recelved o roport from Hong Kong

that 40,000  riflos  from Jupsn had
been delivered to the rebels. We also
learned of the arrival at Maunila of

the Japanese warship Toshima, which
hind been sent there for the protection
of Jnapuneso residents during the Insurreoe-
tion; and we likewise got a report that there
had been a clash between the orew of that
ship and a number of Spanish marines in
the harbor of Maniln,

It looks ns If the Philippines were in very
mueh more dunger from Japan than s
Cuba from the United States.

The good feeling which exists in Japan
toward the Filippinos resembles that which
exists In this country toward the Cubuns,
Thousands of Japanese have emigrated to
the Islands in recent years, and many of the
merchnnts at the seaports are Jupanese;
there s wow un  active trade between
Naognsukl and Manila, and the Japabese ex-
ports to the island of Luzon are large.
Japan can furuish manufactured goods 1o |
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Bpain’s subjects there far more advan-
tageoualy than Spain ean.

There I no doubt of Japan's desire to ob-
tain possession of the Philippine Ialands.
This desire was made known immediately
aftor the war with China had ended in the
victory of Japan, and was greatly stimnlated
by Japan's nequisition of the island of For-
mosa, Japan has striven for the extension
of her territory ever since she demonstrated
her military power; and It Is certain that
her territory can be extended with the most
advantage to her by the annexation of the
Philippines, which she needs both for de-
fence and for commerce.

Two years ago she attempted to enter
Into negotintions with Spain for thelr ne-
quisition. It was reported nt one time that
ahoe had offered to purchase them with n
part of the money derived from the Chineso
Indemnity. But Spain would listen to no
proposition, She would never sell her
jewels, or part with them for any reason.
Bho talked about the Philippines as she
talks about Cuba. Her pride would not
tolerate nony suggestion,

The revolt may furnish Japan with the
opportunity she has vainly sought for, Tt
has grown so serlous that Spaln is unable
to supply the troops needed for ita sup-
pression. We may any day have news of
the surrender of Manila to the rebels. The
Japaness warships in the harbor of that
port and within call of it are walting for the
occurrence of this incldent. The times are
promising for them, aud they are surely and
manifestly on the alert.

Spain has held the Philippines for three
and a quarter centuries, and has held Cuba
for nearly four centuries. Shehasgoverned
the former ns badly as the latter. Her rule
has been one of oppression, feroeity, and
plunder. She has mercllessly crushed all
opposition ; and, at this time, the reports of
Spanish cruelties which we recelve from the
Philippines are not less shocking than thoss
which we receive from Cuba.

We believe that the Philippine Islands
would be far better off and more prosperous
as colonies of Japan than they ever have
been as colonies of Spain,

It is time for Spain to withdraw her ar-
mies from the Philippines as well as from
Cuba. Bhe mnay need them at home.

It appears from A communication of See-
retary CARLISLE to the Hanate thal a resolution
which Mr, Garnviscen offered on the OLh of
May lsat had an Immediate and marked effect.
The resolation ealled for the number of allens
employed In the executive depariments. Mr,
CannisLe delayed his share of the answer un-
til the present sesslon, and when (t came It
showed that out of thirty-five allens employed In
the Treasury Department on the Oth of May, no
fewer than twelve gotout thelr naturalization
papers before June 1 following. Cuncernine
the cltizenahip of flve olthers Lthere seoma to be
rome questinn, while a sixth had reslgned. Mr.
GALLINGER expressed the opinion that the pur.
pose of his resolution was geiting sccomplislied.

Perhaps the subjolned paragraph might
properly be Incorporated in the forthcoming
chiarter of the Greater New York:

*Every munlelpal fr hl w vor which is
the property of this corperation, and espeolally rights
of ferriage, strest raliways, and of purreying gas and
heat and water foto private dwaollings or edifices
within the boundaries of this corporation, shall be
sold at public avotion after due public sdvertise.
ment; and pelther the Mayor nor Common Counell
nor any municipal oficer shall have any power o
otherwise deal with the franchises and rights berein
reforrod to

Isn’t this well worthy of thonghtful conalder-
ation?

About two months ago a writer in the
Philadelphia Press published aremarkable state-
ment, to the offect Lthat, after the battle of An-
tletam, Gien. McCLELLAN proposed Lo Gen, LEe
s meeting for the discussion of the condition of
affairs between the contending forces of the
couniry. The authority for the story was sald
to be Gen. LonosTREET: but he has sloce, Ina
letter to s Boston gentloman, glven a different
ver=lon of what occurred,

The letter, it esppears, which McCLELLAN
really wrote, was one mentioning the number
of Southern prisoners which had fallen Into his
hands, and addlog tho assurance that they
would be kindly treated. LEE sent a copy of
the letter to Loxustueer, and |t struck the
Iatter at once that unless something more was
meant than appeared on the surfmce, the note
was superfloous. He therefore rodn over to
Gen, Lrg, told him he thought Gen. McCLut-
LAN was desirous of paving the way for an In.
terview, and advised Gen, Lev to propose one,
Gen. Lk, howover, did not look at the matter
in that light. A day or two later Gien, HowgLn
Conn, on seslng the letter, agroed with Loxa-
STHEET'S vlew of 1, and again urged Lhe Intter
to imipresn it upon Lee, as he did, but agaln in
valn, Gen, Lee also declined to let LONGSTRERT
see Gen, Firz Joux PorTeER on the subjeot
These points the Baton Herold gives from
LONGSTHEET'S recent letter,

What was the real object of that communion-
tlon from MCCULELLAN to Lgr? So far as |s
koown, nelther the original nor the copy exists,
and Its exact purport depends on Gen, LoNo-
STREET'S memory. That, however, ahows
plainly enough that no proposal for a confer-
ence was made, and yet it leaves unsettled why
the letter was ever sent, since It was unusual
and apparently unnecossary.

Looking at the context furnished by simul-
tanenns events, the only thing noteworthy was
a rlgn of "disturbance™ whicn Gen, LoNG-
BTHEET had noted In the Unlon eamp, amd
which he associated with the lotter, It proved to
be the excitement produced by President Lix-
coLx'semancipation prociamation. The MHerald,
therefore, while finding In MUCLELLAN'S
famous Harrlson's Landing letter to the Fresl-
dent proof enough of his = feeling a diplomatio
responalbllity and having » diplomatic tep-
deney,” concludes that the letier he wrole to
Lerafter Antletam was slmply an extrs act of
courtesy, done with Intent to allay any bitters
ness of feellng. It Is & curlous lncident ln
history.

Good Market for Hcotch Water.
From the London Vanity fair,

It was & Scotehman returning home on foot who
met another on the henks of Loch Lomand.

" Weel. Sandy, and how did ye geton ! ssked the
latter.

* Weel, I takod my coo to Glasgie aod selt her for
twelve pun,™

“An dinna yo ken, ye pule fule, that If yo'd takken
ner to London yo'd have got twenty pun for her !

“Ayn; and If yo'll tak Loch Lomond there to hell
yo'll be ablo Lo sell bor for e shillin’ o glass!™

Elis Anxiety.
Frowi the Detonie Free Prem,

“Your wife's Just met with an scrldent, Wilkios,"
snll & man who rushed Into tho groeery, “8She ran
aver s dog while riding her vloyele, and they' ve car-
rind her to the hospltal,*

The man sitting oo the crac'tor barrel rose 1o his
Teet excitedly, and his face turupsd pale,

“Did you notice,” he askeid In A trembling voloe,
“whether It was & livercolored (og with two white
apols on his fore shioulder or nout ?"

Weyler's Favorite Fleld.
Jvom the Philadetghida forees,
Having retired within his Havans bomb groof, Wey.
ler's old-thme activity (s menifestiug Htaell,

An Unselleited Tribate,

God made the sn torole the day,
He made the moun (o rule the night;

And pow Tuk New Yous sis doth shine
Turoughout the world, transmiiilug light

Yosons of mun, both far snd near,

Just read Tis New Youk Bow esch day,
Anud you will find, beyoud a doubt,

"Il groatly brighten your puthway,

Exapiloe each and every page,
For information there you'll And
Of wondrous bansft Lo all,
Ko matier who ur what the kind
Unics, Dec. 48 ¥. W. Bowmaszos,

r
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FHE FPRESMIDENT AND UONGRESR,

George Washtngtes, James Madison, and
Thomas JefMerson Anvwer Bichard Olney,

To Tk Eprron or Tae Sox Sir:
Gueorge Washington wrote th Edmund Pend)e.
ton in 15700: “1only wish whilst I nm a sercant
of the publio, to know the will of my manters,
that | may govern myrell nocordingly. Yoo do
me no more than jastice when you suppose that
from motives of reapect tu the Legialature (and
Tought toadd from my Interprotntion of the
Constitution) I give my signature to many bilis
with which my Judgment Ia at varianee, ** @
1 naver had such confidence In my own facuity
of judging as to bs ever tenaclons of the opine
fons 1 have imbibed in doubtful cnees ™

Onr present President Is evidently much mors
tenacioas of his opinfons than our flest was,
The refusal of Mr. Cleveland to earry out the
wishes of the people in reference to Caba lm-
poses npon Congreas the Imperative duty of
passing promptly & congurrent resolution rec.
ogtizing Cuban rights, which, under the Consti-
tution, he must sither approve or veto. If he
votoes It, the two Houmses can then pass it over
bis liead, and It beoomes & law, which he must
enforce or violate his oath of office,

The elght of Congress and not the Execotlve
to determine our relations with forelgn natlons
Isn fundamental prinelplo of the Demoeratio
party which hins boon recognized over since ita
existence. More than a hundred years ago
Alexander Hamlilion and James Madison, the
respective champlons of the Federal and Re-
publican or Democratia parties, jolned lesus on
that principle in the case of " The Neutral-
ity Proclamation,” That proclamation was
fssnod In  view of the war then wag-
ing between France and England, and was
only Intended to warn cltizens of the Unlted
Etatea against any wiolatlon of Internatinnal
Inw; but in It the President Inadvertently de-
elared that it was the disposition of the United
Hiaton to obsarve s friendly and Impartial con-
duct toward both the belligeront powers. Now,
by the treaty of alllance made doring the Revo-
lutionary war, the United States had bonnd
themselves to guaranies to France the nosses-
slon of her West Indin [slands in cnse of & war
with Great Britaln, The proclamation was
ovidently in conflict with this treaty. Madison
held that the Presldent had e ded his pow-
era. e wrote to JofMeraon:

The proclamation was a most unfortunate error.
* * * ILaeemsto violats the form and apirit of the
Constitution by making the Executlve Magistrate tha
orgnn of the disposition, the duty. and the Interest of
the nation, in relation to war and peace, subjects ap-
propriated to other depar ol the Gover

Hamlilton, on the other hand, always the advo-
cate of Executlve power, undertook not only to
defond but to Interpret the proclamation in &
series of newspapor articles signed '* Pacineus
in which he argued with great ingenuity that ..
was the function of the Executive and not of
tho Legislature *‘to make and to interpret
trenties,” “'to pronounce the existing condition
of the patlon with 1 gard to forelgn powers”
and “to admonish the vitizens of thelr obliga-
tlons and auties In consequence.'” While ad-
mitting that the Constitution vested in Con-
gress the power to declare war, he inslsted thac
it was the duty of the Executive to preserve
peace until war was declared; “and,' he ar-
gued, “In rolfliling this duty it must necessari-
Iy possess a right of judging what is the nature
of the obligatlons which the treatics of the
country impose on the Governmoent.” He ad.
mitted also that the exercise of tho Executive
Judgment “might In certain cases affect the
exercise of the power of the Legisluture to de-
clure war," but he sovght to reconcile the in-
consistency by asserting that *the Legisinture
is still free to perform its dutles according to
its own sense of them; though the Executive, in
the exercise of ils constitutional powers, may
establish an antecedent state of things which
ought to welizh n the leglslative declsions.*

Thomans JefTerson, who, ns Secretary of State,
bad certified (as hio nfterward declared without
due examinationi the pruclamation, was greatly
disturbed by Hamilton’s articles. 1le enclosed
coplea of them to Madison, and wrote: “ No-
body answere him, and his doctrine will, there-
fore, be taken for confessed. For God's sake,
my dear sir, tako up your pen, select the most
rirlking beresies, and eut him to pleces in the
face of the public. There In nobody else who
can and will enter the llsta with him,"

Madison felt the delicacy of stiacking a proc-
lamation lsaucd by George Washington, but he
dotermined to answer ** Paciticus,” and refute
his interpretation of It. Hamilton had ballt np
on the procinmnation a superstructure of Execu-
tive usurpation. and It was this that Madison
sot himself to demolish, In a scrics of letters
slgned * Helvidios," He showed 1hat Hamilton
Lnd found his theory of Executive power not ia
the letter or suirit of our Constitution, but in
that of Great Britaln, in which all soverelgnty
renided In the King, He asked how the Legls-
Inture could be free to exerclss its constitution-
al power of deciaring war while it was ham-
pered by the previous exercise of the Executive
Judgment on the same subject. Hesald:

Ifthe Leglslature and Executive have botha right to
Judge uf the obligations to make war or not, It muat
sometine bappen that they will Judge giffersntly,
The Execttive way proceed to conslder the gquestion
to-day, moy delermine that the United States are not
bound to take part In a war, nnd in the exercise of jts
funitious procialm that Jdetermiuation to all the
world. Temurrow the Legisinture may follow lu ths
consideration of the same subjedt, may determine
hat the omigatlions Imposs war on the United
States, and in the exerciee of its functions enter Inio
& constitutional declaration exprossly coutradieting
tue constitutional proclsmation.

Discussing the right of the Execntive wo de-
termino the recognition of foreign Giovernments,
whitch had veen elalmed by Hamilton under
the cimure of the Constitution authorizing the
President Lo recelve ambassadors, Madison sald ;

When a forclzn Minister presents Bimaslf two ques-
tons immedintely aride: Are his credentiale from the
exlsting wud acting Government of lis conutry 1 Aro
they prapesly autlivaticated ¢ Thess questions belong
of necessity to the Exveutive, but they luvolve no
cognigance of the question whether thow exerclsing
tho Governnient have the right slong with the pos
seaston. * * ¢ Ib s not dealed that there ey bo
cises In which a respect (o the geocral prineiples of
Hberty, the essential rights of the people, or the over-
ruling sentiments of humanity might requlre a Gov-
ernment, whether new or old, 1o be treated as an
Hlegitimate despollun. Buch are In fact Jlscussod
snd admitted by the most approved suthorities, Hut
ey are great and extravrdiuary casos, Ly UL means
submitted to s lnitod ao orgen of the pational wiil
as the Execullve of the United States, and certainly
not g0 be brought by any teriure of words within the
right to recelves inbassadora.

Itis Junst such an excraordioary caso as Mad-
inson hers descrives that confronts us {n the
Cuban questlon, *The general principles of
liberty," *the essontial rights of Lhe people,'
and " the overrullng sontiments of humanicy,”
all require that we should trest the Spanish
Government of Cuba as " ap illegitimate dos-
potlsm.' In fact, It is bigh time for this coun-
try to assume that all “despotiem” ou the
Awerlean hewmlspliore 1 " Hlegltimate.”" But
It is for the Legisinture, as the organ of the nae
uonal will, to declare this, sud the function of
the Executlve ls to communioate to foreign
powers what the Leiislature hins doclared,

All tho letters written by Madison over the
dlgnuture of " Helvidios" were submitted to
Mr. Jutferson, nnd approved by him before pub-
lieation, so that we bave the authority of Lis
great nnine s support of Madlson's poaition,

The contest hutweon the clinmplons of Kxeous
tive power and the friends of the constitutional
righte of Cougress, thus begun in the enrly duys
of the Constitution, bas been transmitied
through the century. It was one uf the grest
Iswues thint mede Thomes Jefferson President.
and it was the prineiple that the peopls through
Lthelr reprosentntives in Congress, snd not the
Exvcutive, should dictste the policy of thy tiovs
ersment, both forelgu and domestio, Lt gave
s name Lo the Demuerutie party.

No Democratic Pressdeut from the time of
Jeflersun to Lho pressnt ever attempted todic-
tate thy fortlgn polley of this country in opposi-
tlon 1o thedirvet will of the Legisiature,

Wasninumos, Dee, 22, J. 8.,

e —

Horper's Mogazine for January i out, with a
variol and inleresling table of contents, Mr. Pouls
mey Qtigelow, Vrof. Fraools X, Tuorpe. Lie, Heory
smith Witlinmie 3ir. Howells, Mrs. Jo.o Aloxander,
Mr. dienrge W, pustiey, Mus Wilkins, 3r. Laureace
Bk v, amd 01hers contribule 1o (ke nuwiber; Du
Muurigr's *Marisn” is contlnued, sud Mre. Huth
MeEnery stusri afiirds & sbory lu the Editor's Urawer
Lhat la remariabiy cloves,

WO NOTADLE BTATESMEN.

M. de Loms,

Henry Dopey de Lome, the Bpanish Minister
at Washington, waa born In Valencla In 181,
He recelved his ednoation &t the celebrated
Univereity of Darcelonn, After having been
graduated from this institution he entered on
the study of tho law, And was admitted to the
bar, but eventualiy embraced » diplomatie
caresr. In 1A70 ho became Third Becretary ln
the Ministey of State, having previoualy been
employed in the State Department for several
yoars. He was attnched (o the Spanish loga-
tlon toJapan in 1878, and Lwo years Iater waa
sent to Brussels. In 1880 he was appolnted
Hoeretary of Lowntion at Buenos Ayres, and im
1852 be became First Secrotary at Washinuton,
He wan transferred to Derlin In 1884, After
more than twenty years of service rendered to
his country in diplomatie fonctions, M. de Lome
war mndes Spanish Minlstar at Washington
through the specinl favor of the head of the
Madrid Government, Seflor Canovas del Cas-
tillo. He bas held that oMce only for m ahort
while, havine been appolated to It early in the
prosent yoar, yot aven now there are rumors of
a change In the Spanish misalon, It s reported
in diplomatio clreles that Minister de Lome will
pither be recalled from Washington by the
Madrid Government or that ho will realgn; for,
whatever he may have accomplished with oar
Executive, hie has falled to induce the Congress
of the United States to pursuo s policy wholly
in Bpain’s lnterest.

Heoretary Olney.

Richard Olney is of anold and respectable
Baptist family, whoss progenitors sought am
maylum In Providence Flantations, the settle-
ment founded by Roger Willlams, His fore-
fathers have heen assoclated ever nlocs with
Rhode Island and the adjacent parts of Mas.
sachusetts, e was born In the town of Ox-
ford, Woroester county, Mass,, In 1835, At the
age of 21 he was graduated from Brown Uni-
woralty, hils preparatory eduoation having beem
galned from the schoola of his nativetown and
from the ncademy at Leloester. In 1858 he
wan graduated from the Harvard Law School,
and the following year entered the law office of
Judge Hen)amin F. Thomas In Boston. He
advanced rapldly In his chosen profession, and
davoted limeelf, for the most part, 1o COrporas
tion law. When Mr. Olney, In 1803, was ine
vited to enter President Cleveland's Cabinot aa
Altorney-General ho s said to have glven upa
conslderable practice. In June, 1865, he was
appolnted Secretary of State, aod the discharge
of his daties since the nceoptance of that port-
follo has been marked by thoroughness and s
lively readiness to oppose forelgn encroach-
ment, He Ia popularly credited with the
atthorship of most of Mr. Cleveland’'s Venez-
vela message. To him, on the other hand, is
fmputed a large share of the reaponsaibliity for
the fallure of the Executive to defer to the
wishes of Congress In tho matter of Cuba.

Ir MAY DBE IN DANGER,

Gibraltar Threatened by Modern Guns Ina
Spanish Fort,

Loxpox, Dec, 11.—8ir Hobert Biddnlph, the
Governor of Glbraltar, hns been called to Lon-
don to confer with the War Department and the
Commanoder-in-Chlef, It appours the Hritlah
Government awakeoned to the fact that the new
batteries, with formidable armaments recently
constructed by the Spaniards st Algesirss and
other points on the muinland, render a remod-
elling of the defence of the once reputed
impregnable rock absolutely necessary. The
range of modern guns and the power of the
latest discovered explosives have altered the
whole conditions of the defence of this im-
portant stronghold, and in case of s conflict
between Engiand and Spain the present works
could not long resist & bombardment from the
more modern Spanlsh attack., A special com-
misslon, before which Sir Robert Bldaulph will
appear, has been formed to examine the subject
and report without delay on the best and most
prompt means to meet the emergency. The
War Department hopes that befors the end of
& yoar Gibraltar will once more be In a complete
state of defence agalnst all and any attack.

Greeoe Prepariag for the Mig Wanr,

Atness, Dec, 8.—A royal message to the
Greek Chamber, on the necessity of Greece
preparing to take her part in eventualities now
impending in southeastern Europe, has caused
an immense sensation, The fortifled camp re-
ferred to In the King's message will, it 1s stated,
Lo established near Thebes, in the province of
Baeotia, Mr. Thootokls, who has succeeded to
the leadership ‘nr the party of which the late
Mr. Tricoupls was formerly chlef, recently
made a speech, us leader of the opposition, te
Mr, Dellyannis, now at the bead of affairs, in
which he called on all Greoks, irreapective of
party, to rally to the national defence.

SBUNBEAMS.

—Caorn 1% now used for fuel o some of the farme
Ing secilons of Nebraaka,

—In Brown county, Kan.,, a family namesd Bryam
have had a now baby christensd MaKlinley.

—Roasted peancta are sold by the pound at Bas
caments, Cal,, the price now being 10 cents.

—Nose bleed which, It (s sald, had continued fog
twenty four hours, was stopped st Carthage, Mo,
the patient being a Mra, Flood,

—Thers was a mixture of feeling In the house-
hold of Pete Berry of the Colorado Grand Canyna,
when the cat hal a litter of half.-breed pols-cata,

—In & smelt welr In South Hay, off Eastport, Me,,
& lobster welghl 194 p ds was ht. I
was forty toches long ana sevontesn Inches around,

—Rubbors were the meansof saving & lfe ia
Maloe, when a West Sullivan boatman who wore
them used them to ball out his boat, woich had
aprung aleak.

—There wan ground for amusing speculation ia
the contribution of a Bangor, Me,, flrm ton falr
for ke benefit of an hospital, The donation com.
slsted of 2,000 clgarettes,

- At Hartshiorne, I. T., an [tallan who had suld
for divorce lusiliuted, urged haste npon his attors
ney, raying that he wanted to marry & Chootaw
squaw before the land allotmeat,

—Burled in a pauper's grave near Hartshorns, L
T., was the body of anold man usmed Jo
who, It Is sald, was once Lisutenant-Governor af
Florida, He was Lrought low Ly drink,

=Mrs, Dorothy Parker of Hrooklin, Me,, atihe
age of #4, was suMeclently Interested In the affalrs
of the day to mouwid candles for the (llumination of
threo houses to celebrate MeKinley's victory.

=Joys, Io trylng to climb over a seven.foot fense
thirty feet long, after thelr foolball, at Oakland,
Cal,, knocked the fence down upon an slderly
womat who was passing, and the injuriss she re-
ceived wero »o pevers that lititle hope was emies
talned of her recovery.

—A plle of sarth and rock below which s man
was working near a cannoery st The Dalles, Or,,
vocame undermined and began to slide. The man
siralghtensd up and stood as pear as he counid 10
the vertical bank that had been the support of the
mass, and the débris, as 1t slid down, cus his cloth.
ing, but did not burt him,

—Carl Holehauser, a farmer of Nuahville, Kan,,
earried 1o Atchison a bald eagle which be bhad cap.
tured after & battle with It near Lake Contrary,
where ho was hunting. He had left bis horse, and
when he returned to 18 found the eagle on the anl-
mal's back, Oghting 1. When he beat 15 off the
bird attacked Lltn and tore his elothing and [soe
bLefore he could shoot it

—Aceording 1o the SBuperlor, Neb,, Jowrnal, Bors
Sorf of the Doane College footLall team, un loav-
g Crete for & game at Lawience, bads s conirade
Kood-ug Red added o s solemn ons et it might
s the e time bis friend would see him alive,
The (riend told ~f the tneldent and some of Bert's
friends for n joke draped his chalr in mourolng,
aod had Just bung on the back of it s card resd.
lug "'Hest 1o Peace,"” when o despatah came saying
that Serf bad been kllled In the game,

—Angered ot the attendance of the young women
sohnol thachers of the place at the meetings of &
dan fug cluly, the Sithool Board of Osage City, Kan,,
passed a resolutlon forbldatng further indulgeoce
in wuch geyety, on the ground that the Influence
upon the puplls would not be good, Tre twwn
wrose anud asserted ltaelf, Tae Kolghts of Pytiise
stoid up fer the teachers, wud & Lualbess wen's
wiewiliig was hald, at wnlch & resolution was passed
thut the members of the Bohool Board be Lustrucs:
ed o refraln from the use of tobacco, as good re
sulta to tne pupils could mot be sccomplished ‘“
such & practios was Ludulged la




